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This exhibition has acquired a thoroughly multi-cultural feel, not only with the
visitors who seem to come from all corners of the earth but with exhibitors from
Korea, Japan, Australia, Russia in addition to all the European and North American
delights.  Having mentioned Korea, it was wonderful to see Chunghie Lee, so well-
known for her Pojagi (traditional Korean wrapping cloth) work. I was lucky enough
to be a tutor in the Australian Forum one year when she was there and will always
remember the talk she gave. Her exhibition was bold, with big pieces forming the
central axis (as you can see below), and smaller pieces around the outside of her
exhibit.

What I love about the Festival of Quilts is the variety and the
fun, as you can see in the piece right by Jean Meyers, which
was the Judges' Choice in the 'Quilt Creations' section,
sponsored by Pfaff.
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Ferret is one of my favourite artists and she has a fascinating
background story. With her degrees in physics and astro-
physics, she must be one of the few people qualified to
decide what is and isn't 'rocket science'! I love her pieces
based on figures and her is a typical one below (with a detail
right).

The Graduate Showcase was really impressive as
this piece, by Victoria Shepherd shows. You can
see her stand on the right and the collar below
shows her mastery of her materials.
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Saqa (Studio Art Quilt Associates), the
American quilt group whose mission is to
promote the art quilt through education,
exhibitions, professional development and
documentation, had a great display.

The piece on the right is from Saqa member
Mirjam Pet-Jacobs and it's called 'Eternal
Enigma'. The use of lettering here is
outstanding and I like the counter-change
effect.

Another one in this exhibit appealed
enormously due to the intelligent use of
patterned fabrics. 'Ferrybridge' by Elizabeth
Borton can be seen below left, detail right.

Sheena Norquay is a hugely talented quilter and we
know that everybody loved the article she wrote in
the September 2008 issue. Her stitching is superb,
especially when used with understated, plain fabrics
as you can see from this detail right. Sheena was a
well-deserved winner in the Contemporary Quilts
category.
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What can we say about the Kemshalls? Their
stand was wonderful, although it was difficult to
get close enough to see it though the fans. They
are always so generous about sharing
knowledge.

Laura won the Quilters' Guild Challenge, based
on the theme 'Pearl Essence'. She said, 'I just
put on all my mother's and grandmother's pearl
jewellery and worked from that. Really the
essence of pearl!' As you can see the self-portrait
is a huge success.

Finally, here's an intriguing view of the Show, with
Liz Hewitt's strippy work in the foreground and the
acreage of quilts stretching into the distance. Plus
an essence of fun by Penny Turnbull (shown right)
and simply titled 'Icarus'.

I could write at length about the Little Gems Tombola (hope it did well for the
Guild), the wonderful demos and the creative quilts submitted by so many talented
people for the competition quilts. It was a great show.


